
The following was supplied by Alec Tweddle.
“The War Memorial of the Buffaloes" 
Doing research in old copies of the "Morpeth Herald" with the kind permission of Messrs. J. and J.S. Mackay, I have gleaned the following information. 
From 1910-1914, Amlett, Arsine & Co. ran a general dealer's and pawnbroking business in Bell's Yard, Back Riggs, Morpeth.  Grammar School boys were frequent visitors there - not for pawning purposes, but to consult the French-speaking Monsieur Amlett on points of grammar!  At first he lived above his business but later, having married a Morpeth girl, he moved to 14 Northbourne Avenue. 

In August 1914 Victor Amlett "disappeared".  Mrs. Roland Elliott as a little girl, and others, remember hearing that he was reputed to be a Belgian or French spy in the pay of the Germans and had gone to rejoin his employers.  News reached the "Morpeth Herald" in 1916 that he had been killed in action while serving with the French Regiment of Infantry.  By 1919, Amlett's shop had been replaced by Lavericks' Working Men's Stores and in 1920 his will was published, showing that he left £1,834, out of which his widow must have bought property in the Middle Greens as well as No. 5 Dacre Street, in which she herself went to live.  In 1921, the Royal and Ancient Order of Buffaloes took over what had been Amlett's premises in the Back Riggs and used it as their Headquarters. 

The French Minister of War wrote in 1921 to the Mayor of Morpeth, requesting him to present Widow Amlett the Medaille Militaire.  Before his death in December 1914, her husband had been mentioned three times in despatches for gallant conduct.  Then "while preparing an ambush with zeal and skill he had been fatally wounded by three bullets".  The French Minister pointed out that the medal was the highest honour for bravery accorded in France (the equivalent of the Victoria Cross).  The Mayor duly laid on a formal presentation ceremony and in public handed over to Madame Amlett the medal awarded posthumously to her husband.  From the local War Heroes' Fund he also gave her a fine wristlet watch. 

The following year the R.A.O.B. put up a War Memorial in their Clubhouse, Amlett's former business premises and house.  It was unveiled by Lt. Appleby and dedicated by Canon J.J. Davies, Rector of the Town.  As Amlett had apparently been a "Buffalo" in his lifetime, on the memorial (carved by Matthew Matthews) are the names of Amelot (sic) and six other war victims, together with the words: "Pass, friend; all's well" and, "Lest we forget"! 

Which is what the inhabitants of Morpeth seem to have done - forgotten!  No-one I have spoken to knows anything about Amlett's war record.  So here we have a combination of unusual circumstances: a so-called spy turns out to be a war hero; A Frenchman is named on an English War Memorial; the Memorial is set up in his old house, and this Memorial has now disappeared.  As a result of the demolition c1939 of the building in question, the memorial is reported to have gone to "The Old Nag's Head" which in turn was demolished c1966.  Despite my enquiries to the R.A.O.B. (both local and national) about the fate of the Memorial, I have had no reply. 

But I attach a photograph of it as it was when in situ in the R.A.O.B. Clubhouse, and a photograph of the sculptor whose son lives in Burt Terrace. 

P.S. Elizabeth Amlett of Morpeth in 1924 married by licence Bart Shotton of Nedderton Colliery.


A.H. Tweddle, 30 November 1988 

Permission to photocopy these notes is freely given.  Permission to copy photographs is not given, as copyright rests with those who took them.  

